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Jan Kattein, who brings
flexibility, circularity and
colour into regeneration

schemes to revive and regenerate bring a burst of human
colour to some lo§t and gloomy sites. His practice is 1
commended in the MacEwen Awards 2024 fora lifetime of
architeclure for the common good

Jn Kattein had worn his redtainersto the photosh

st Ange Yard for this

profl. They provided the perfect match o the rechimed London bus that's used as

b,

spraying oneof the weall - ft white by Katei'steam tosavecosts  with  mult.

er aced with

cary fanuary, bt the ph
his ey costand colourt

araphicalopportunitics with K
ul shoe,verged onthe surrel and fantstical - ke scene

Flmedina studio for Wes Anderson. Except
Tottenham, with 1960 residental blocks
offormer garages.

ot Angel Vard i i prossc

ingover the lov-rie redevelopment "

Katten was one ofmy unit tutors athe Bartket 15 years ago Those were his carly

daysof ttoring,The unit s based ld Sowtown .

s an imagined place
‘which had burgeoned ntocitycalled East. Aleady Kattein was eaving a tril of
students with their own approsches paticulalytocolour,light heartednessand
Beibility Architecture then s

iy tentaively becominglss staic, more

tempora. Look nsidethe workplace unis st Angel Yard and, like Ktcint the

by Wood Green - only in Tottenham the creatives are mixcd in with start.up
soicito and acountingfirms, among others. Evryone s under the age of 0 when
theysign up. Katten describes this approsch a leaving oom to et st happert
wheth

ats i the design process o thefinal resul, Under the timber nd 8

2008 MacEwen Award
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TR o et sl e, e o B

The lose asociaton with Barber docs infct, have roos. I the ate 19905,

Kattin wasa studentin Barber and Ben Sringersunit at the Bartet Afer

1

Barking Station and

ney Council n the Haggerston Etate West - his first

clation'ehere h encountered genuine concerns about

experience o public
regencration and the roleof architcts.

— o x 1012

he wasa studens iscoverthe

crhaving spent  year aged 16on an exchange in Putney, Vermont
However, e grewe up n Bon, then the captal of West Germany and the s of
overnment afte 1990, s curi

s creative compleelyseious et quirky

‘whether things should happen. Why not submit your stater home design or

Bt and ke stlfgain th it both 0 become g dsgrcoe e

that cambecome  prformance platform. Kattcin did around 20 stage et oropera

er Germany,with design lements including . condi

scented withrosewatr,bespoke walpaper,and blurring boundaries between

stage, audience and oyer

s ot s e

e sy i

clving Thes A
Ceept e ey scoped bngrcnds e ey o the it i - eshaps
that's why hiscommunal mindedness makes his work s different. Bonn was an
inceedily internatonal and cosmopoltan city when he was grovwing up.

Yetthedirectionof his practice ppears greatly nflunced as  couter posto

‘what cold have been when Kttcinarived n London n 1996, Nev Labour was

mingin departure and hope. You could

we he says. There wasasense

systern, child provision,public paces improved
the Urban Task F

wasthe amazing time
e it op an Rcrd Rogr o ek s pule

space. There werenevw ways ofthinking o

the ity asa place for peop

ravesinabandoned buldings. It was exciting because things were changing but
you couldsill et your hards o property foratfordabl price and liv rlativly
el rlatively

“Gradualythe Ripside o Tony Baies premmiership became visible, which wasthata

tof control oer publc things went 1o th private sector. Many of those

pportunitis ot hoorered upby nvestorsand developers, and people

8 forthe moey and not fortheculture orthegreaer goo:

TR workis almst xclusvely i th public sect
admits the work

sgnificantly with Leyton around the London Olympic Games 2012. That poject
balloonedin

thrce phases totalling £ million, Novw the stuio hasdor 30,
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There st a recpe o ormula? he n oked abit stack,untilt

ts.Ata point IKA
fliodemonstratin

realisd it coud eframe the work ntoa g the many sectors

volved - nursery,interios, ight-time ccon

ny. public ealm - and expand
that way, incuding into ibraries ik Thornhill Neary al proects since Bue
House Yard have a v

erbuild component too,which the practice has
Instigated andoverses e The aper Garden, honisted o the MacEen Avard
h

Watten found hmsefon discussions around social architeture carly, whatfs

We' trying to b reallyserous aboutsir qual

and carban, People rcognisc the
Yard 0% o fab

o retaned Thn theres th qucstion f whether s proetneeds an achtector

building Existing building systems e designed tocliminate uncertainty,

exaemple bulling cootrol. That docsaft workna lrcular o

unpickthe exitingsysems for aternative approaches.

- Londor work

atside the capital - a ibrary i Wrexham and a campus or sustainable marine
The atter

mvestment. Meanwhile,he has abook being publishedin April about Londoners

making London o people whohave d

munities, mostly not architcts. [ emonstrats what ativiss, egeneration
profesionalsand architets can do, reiventing places and buidingsfor the

o good - ot forgetingthe cquivalent Davour of red rainers

sulticaloured scarf shot through.
projects



